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Navigation. Chart Aus 72. Lat 13°58.0S Long 12720.1E. The river is navigable for
approximately7.5NM.

Tide. The nearest tide chartli®sueursland. Tidal range up to aboBiOM.

The main navigation risk in the King George is hadbar outside the entrance to the riirer

Koolama BayKoolama Bay is protected from the SE trade wipdedominant in the dry season and
heavy seas are calmed before they reach the river pvahitth makes it reasonably easandbar

crossing, buit should only be tackled in daylight at near high tide, preferably on a rising tide.
Waypointsover the bar thathe writer has used on many occasions are shown bBlavie aware

that he deepechannel through the sand shoals, which is washed out by the tide, changes position and
depth from year to year, therefore, it is prudent fepldraft vessets survey thechannein a tender
beforeattemptingthe barcrossing Surveying at low tide camake it easier to find the deeper

channd. The channel and sand shoals can be clearly seen on the Google satellite photé&/helow.

the water is reasonably clear, the channel can be readily seen from a high vantage point, such as a fly
bridge, or up a masAt LW springs thaleepespart of the channelan bdess than 0.5M deep.

Figure 1. Sand shoals clearly visible cutside the entrance to KGR. Note the channel cut through the shoals by the tide.
The shallowest part of the clannel is usually at the seaward end of the channel.

The channel through the sand bg Shallowest part of the channel is
changes, caused by wet season usually around here. About
runof f . Dono6t 4 0.5NM off the river mouth.

waypoints useéh previous years
will be OK. It is wiseto survey
the depth in your tender before
crossing, or gain recent waypoini
used by other vessels in the
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Entrance over sandbar outsidethe King George River.

Waypoint Number

1i13e56N. 9475S
2113e57Ni. 728S

Calamity Bay. (also known as Koolama Bay. Good anchorages in east to soy
Pangali Cove) Acceptable east breezes anywhere along this east side of
anchorage in west to north weg bay. Ideal spot to wait for daylight and or high
breezes. tide before crossing the sand bar.

June 2016Update. New
Sand Bar Waypoints.

1-13%7.154512799.36&
2-13°57.22%5127%9.60E
3-13%7.3865127919.68'E
4-13%57.5248127° 19.678

Figure 2. Koolama Bay Anchorages.

Tranquil Bay is an acceptable Way point number 1. for sand bar crossing
anchorage in light breezes, but || Deep draft vesselhould survey the depth ¢
expect to roll in 15 knots plus. the channel by tender before crossing.

Once over the sand bar into the river itself, the roarchange depth from year to year due to silt
build up after the wet season. This is most noticeable where the river widens in the first 1.5 NM in
from the river mouth. This stretch can have shallow areas where deeper draft vessels may touch
bottom. Favouringhe western side is usually the better route in this area.
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Also beware of silt build up on the inside corner of the first turn to the right at about 2.2 NM in from

the river mouth. Definitely keep to the outside of this bend and once around the avoer tte

eastern side of the river until the end of the mangrovestttekk e a mi d stream cour s
good practice to favour the outside of the beaspthsover 6M will be found up river from this

point.

Inside the river mouth where the river
widens can silt up and may be shallow in
parts. This varies from year to year. Take

Way point number 2, care in this stretch. The green dotted line
Justinside river the preferred path, favouring the west sidq
mouth. of the river.

Figure 3. The first few miles of the King George River.

This corner can silt up and may be very Favour the east side

shallow. Favour the outside of this bend and until the end of the

stay to the east side of mid river until the eng mangroves here, then

of the mangrove lined bank. stay mid stream.
Anchorages.

Thetwo most popular anchorages are near the @verain attractionwhich are the East Arm falls
and the Twin Falls. But anchoragencbe taken almost anywhere in the river where depth allows.
Other popular spots to drop the pick are near Bar BQ Beach and just inside the river entrance.
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Anchor just inside the river Anchor just south of Anchor near the stretch of
mouth over sand. Fishing ca this corner to stay out mangroves over good

be good around the rocks an of the SE breeze holding mud on the east sid¢
creekseither side of the which is funnelled of the river. Handy spot for g
entrance. down the East Arm. dinghy trip toEast Arm falls.

Figure 4. Anchorages near the river entrance and East Arm falls. East Arm falls

Steep gorge.

Bar BQ Beach.

This is an attractive anchorage
over mud, close to Bar BQ
Beach and the steep gorge.

Shallow draft catamarans can
anchor in the small mangrove
lined inlet. The entrance dries {
LW.

Twin Falls anchorage over
sandy mud. Most skippers
prefer anchoring close to the
southern river bank in this
approx 600 metre stretch of the
river. This is the most popular
KGR anchorage.

Figure 5. Anchorages near Twin Falls and Bar BQ Beach.
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King George River Attractions.

The King George River is arguably the most popular natural attraction on the KimberleyJGstast.

cruising slowly up the river, taking in the scenery fromgheewhite sandbar, through the towering,

weathered sandstone gorges, with precariously hanging rocks and lichen fringed waterfalls, is, in its

own right, worth the trip to the King George Rivitlis a must ee forthe charter boats and passenger
linersthatcruiseth east Ki mb e r |nogeratelfclbsé cruisimd distancenfdindsdr i n

Darwin based sailors who only have time for a short cruise into the Kimb&Hisymakes it the

busiest face to visit on the Kimberley&Ca s t . But donotuilidtustyati ndiKs end &1
speak, means you migbhé

unlucky enough tgee up to

10 boats at any one time in

the whole 7.5NM stretch of

navigable river, and they will

likely be spread out over the

length of the river. You will

always be able to find a quite

anchorage by yourselif

thatds your <choice.

@ .5— = == ; = "1‘

Figure 6. Twin Falls still flowing strong with wet seaon run off in May 2010.
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Twin Falls, WA 6 s hwatgHalisare
located at the limit of the navigable
water. As the name suggests, it is a pair
of spectaculawaterfalls, both with a
drop of around0 meters over black and
ochre coloured verticalandstoneliffs
into deep holeat the bases. Vessels can
be nosed up under the falls for a
refreshing shower on thsw. However,
this is only advisedfom around June
through to Decembewhen the wet
season run off has reduced from a
thunderous, roaring torrent of smelly
brown flood water, to a relatiietame
trickle of crystal cleafreshwater.This is
by far the most populd¢GR anchorage for cruisg vessels and is the preferred anchorage for the
small to mid size charter vessels, which typicalyy stay for the dayor overnight. Fortunately, the
larger passenger liremust anchor in Kalooma Bay and ferry their passengers in temgenrgerto
Twin Falls. They are a minor annoyance in this otherwise tranquil and beautiful anchibmage
avoid the walk to the top of the falls when they are around, lest you gewsilkiiRg behinda
procession of elderly and perhaps, nosgntely, cruise iner passengers.

Figure 7. View from the top of Twin Falls.
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The walk to the top of the falls starts at the base of a gully about 28
metres to the north of the western fallbe idal range here is about .
2 meters so beware of tying youtinghyoff short if you leaeiton  §
a falling tide, otherwisaupon returnyou may find it high and dry,
hanging off thepainter. Anchor off a bit, with another rope tied to
rock ashore is a good idea hdBeware the rocks on the river bank
are very slippery when wet.

This is one of the Kimberl ey
missed. The view from the top of the falls, back down the river g
is worth the climb. There are plenty of bath size holeseénvitbrn
sandstone water course at the top of the falls to cool off in, or if yd
keen, a further kilometre up stream brings you to largeaboitigs.

Look for the gremlin box about two
thirds up the hill Bmb from the

river. The box was left by a yachty
with a sense of humour and a quick g

wit. It has been there for several Figure 8. Dinghies left at the
bottom of the walking track.

Figure 9. Gremlin Box years. The boxontainsa note book

with a story about how the yacht had
a gremlin on board and the skipper caught the gremlin artamuit the box, leaving the bandthe
gremlin inside a small cave. Other travellers have since left small gifts to keep the gremlin in the box.
It is absolute fact that anyone who removes or damages theilboherit the gremlin, along with its
troubles and bad luck. So be careful when handling the box and make sure it goes back in its original
position well inside the shallow cave, out of the weatlienfortunately, in July 2013, the writer

c wal

k

found only a few remaining scraps of the gremlin box.ftepar ed t o have been burn

was a bush fire and not a walker that did the damage. | intend replacing the box in 2014, just in case
the gremlin is still there and looking for a home.)

The initial climbfrom the riverup to the top of thplateau is rated ab - 6 out of 10. Once on the
plateauabove the walk is rated at24 out of 10.

Initial climb up the
gully to theplateau.

Anchor dinghy here.

Well defined track
over reasonably flat
ground on top of
the plateau.

Twin Falls.
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